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" J. PERSHING

Representative of Kansas City Star Spent a Day at His Old Home Here

to Get Story of His Boyhood Days.

From Kansas Olty Sunday Star

In Linn County, Missouri, where
he was born, John Joseph Per-
shing is revered clear up to the
limit, He is the apple of the eye
of the countryside. Residents of
Laclede, Pershing’s home town,
tingle and glow at the mention of
his name—yea, they inflate. Those
who knew him as a boy bask in
in the reflection of his distinetion.
To have known Pershing—to have
gone to school with him—is
enough. -

Life,forever after, is colored with
romance, adventure, fame, No
one from Laclede or the whole of
Lion County, so far as is now
recalled, ever did anything specta-
cular, excepting John Pershing.
But he did enough, There is more
good healthty pride concentrated
in Linn County than in any other
given area of similar size on the
earth’s surface. The kaiger stands
no higher in Wilhelmstasse,

There isa big brown hounse on
Main Street that used to be white
house more than a half century
ago. There is a faction that in-
gists it was the birthplace of the
famous general. Another faection
is equally certain that he was born
several miles out in the country in
a section house, his father being a
section foreman at the time, which
was fifty-six years ago. Both
factions agree, however, that Per-
shing grew up in the house from a
toddler until he got his appoint-
ment to West Point.

The earliest recollections held on
the Pershing object are possessed
by ‘‘Aunt Susan’’ Hewitt, a cheery
widow of 75 who lives alone in the
neatest of little cottages with old-
time hollyhocks in the garden.

Sitting in her little parlor with
its immaculate rag carpet and
antique forniture, ‘‘Aunt Susan’’
dan entertain by the hour with
stories of the war and of Robert E,
Lee and General Sheridan, both of
whom she knew personally, She
is & sturdy Republican and Lin-
coln’s portrait hangs on the wall,
Never yet, she says, has she seen a
Democrat who could be trusted.

" But her specialty is John Per-

shing.

“Law, yes, I remember John
when he wusn’t more than two or
three year old,”” she tells. ‘I can
see him now playing out in the
road in the dust with his little dress
bobbing up and down. We used
to run the hotel when my husband,
Captain Hewitt, was alive—and
when John wase big enough to put
on trousers he used to eat more pie
in ovr kitehen than any other boy
in town. Presently, before we
knew it, he grew up to be tall,
straight young man, He was
smart, oput he was very quiet and
he had a lot of character. Yon

_ counld simply look at him and tell

he was an exception.

““He was back here tem years
ago. It wasthe on the 24th day of
October that Uncle Henry Lomax
came up to my door and said
‘Aunt Susan, there’s a gentieman
outside that wants to see yom.’
When I stepped out and saw a tall
man Unecle Henry asked me if 1
knew who it-was.

*““Yes,’ 1 says, 'I can see his
mother's features in his face. It's
John Pershing.” He was a briga-
dier general then. He came to me
with his arms open and he em-
braced mwe and kissed me and we
beth eried.

*‘Aunt Susan,’ he says—and
I’ll never forget hiz words as long
as | live—'Aunt Susan, it does my

very heart good to meet my mother's
dear old friends. This place seems
like home to me and it always will.
I've been away a long time and
there have been many changes but
this is home.’ -

““The chrysanthemums were in
bloom, and after we had talked a
while in the parlor I went ount and
picked a bouquet for him to take
away.

** 'They are going to have some
kind of a reception for me tonight,
and I want you to come, Aunt
Susan,’ he says. I told him I'd
try to be there, but that I was
tired and worn out because I'd
been working in the garden,

““You won’t have to walk,
Aunt Susan,’ he says. ‘I'll come
after you myself.” About 5 in the
afternoon he came in a buggy and
I called ont: 'Hurrah for you,
Johnny Pershing! Yon like me
better than all the rest, don’t yon?

““ 'T sure do, Aunt Susan,’ he
called back, We went to the re-
ception together, and my! what a
erowd.

"'The whole house was packed
and people were standing in the
yard. Johnny shook hands with
everybody and talked to them, and
he finally made a speech, which I
didn't hear becanse there were so
many people around, John Per-
shing always did have talent.”’

She was old and tired and tears
dampened her cheeks as she talked.

W. H. Blakely was a pupil under
Pershing when the now famous
soldier was a country school teach-
er at Prairie Mound thirty-eight
years ago. Pershing taught two
terms of school in the country,
eight miles south of Laclede.

“John Pershing ate many a meal
in our house when he was teaching
schonl,”” Mr. Blakeley relates, ‘I
remember one day at the noon hour
a big farmer with red sideburns
came riding up to the school house
on a horse with a revolver in his
hand. Pershing had whipped one
of the farmer’'s children and the
father was going to get the school
teacher.

“I remember how he rode up
cursing before all the children in
the sechool yard and another boy
and I ran down in a8 gully because
we were afraid. We peeked over
the edge though, and heard Per-
shing tell the farmer to put up his
gun, get down off the horse and
fight like a man.

““The farmer got down and John
stripped off hir coat. He wasonly
a boy of 17 or 18 and slender, but
he whipped the big farmer almost
to death, And I've always hated
red sideburns ever since.”’

H. C. Lomax, banker, also
““knew-him-when,’’ but Mr. Lomax
is & few years older and was a
young man when Pershing was a
boy. Nevertheless, he recalls in a
general way the sort of chap Per-
shing was.

‘‘He was a scholarly boy, with a
wealth of natural gentility,”! said
the banker. ''He wasn’t foolish or
wild like many boys., He had a
great deal of self-respect, but he
was not snobbish in any way and
was probably the most popular
youngster in town. The characte-
ristic I remember best was his self-

possession and air of competency.
I nsed to clerk im his father’'s
general merchandise store after the
elder Pershing had given up rail-
road work. Jobn never stayed
aronnd the store much and he
didn’t seem to care much about

business. His whole time, it seems,

Pershing's seatmate in school,
C. C. Bigger, a lawyer, says John
—they all eall him Joho—had al-
most white hair until he was nearly
grown, and that he was nicknamed
“tow head." )

‘'His complexion was almost as

fair as a girl’s.”” Mr. Bigger con-
tributes. ‘‘I've had many a fight
with him and I always could whip

was always ready to keep right on
fighting. Whip bim one day and
he would be right back to tackle
you the next. They were mere
kid fights and meant nothing what-
ever. Johu was not the sort that
liked to fight especially, but when
our ideas conflicted and we saw no
other way out he was always right
there. He was the gamest boy I
ever knew. He always was at the
head of the class, but he wasn’t the
typical student. At baseball or
any other sport he was one of the
boys. He was fair and just and
character just naturally stood out
on him, Whatever he did he did
with all bis might.

*“When he took his examination
for West Point with otlers who
were trying for the appointment to
be given by Congressman Burrough
my brother was on the examining
board. The United States eame
near losing a great soldier right
there because John was only one
point ahead of the mext man, u
fellow named Higginbotham. The
wrong answer to one question
would have sent the other man to
West Point and Pershing would
have been a lawyer, because he
always incliued that way,"’-

0. F. Libby, another lawyer,
says Pershing was one of the few
men from the district to get an
houest appointment to West Point.
Before Burrough was elected, Mr.
Libby says, the same congressmen
used to sell the appointments at
$500 apiece. Burrough had been a
Baptist preacher, and when he
went in he annonnced that the
appointment would go to the win-
ner of a competitive examination,

“Before John went to Trenton
to take the examination he told me
that he felt he had a pretty good
chance to win if the examinations
were on the square,’”” Mr. Libby
said, '‘But he said he couldn’t
hope to get it if there was any
grafting like there had been in the
past. It happened that the exami-
pation was on the square, and
that’s the reason that Pershing got
in. I used to want to go myself,
but our congressman wanted $500
to sent me, so I waited, and the
next one wanted $250. While 1
was waiting for an honest man to
getin I got to be over the age
limit,”’

But everybody in the county ad-
mits that of all Pershing’s boyhood
friends, Charles Spurgeon, who is
in the clothing business at Brook-
field, was his most intimate associ-
ate.

"““We knew each other as only
two boys can who are always to-
gether,”” Mr. Spurgeon said medi-
tatively, as he leaned back in a
leather chair in the lobby of the
hotel in Brookfield. ‘‘We were in
school together at Laclede and in
the normal at Kirksville. What a
head for mathematics he had!
Many a night when I would close
my books at 10 o'clock he would
stay up until midnight wrestling
with a problem. If he strock a
hard one he wounldo’t stop till- he
had solved it and be wouldo’t ae-
cept any help. He would finish
the job alome. Nothing seem to
npset him. He was always level
headed and clean minded but he
was bard. There was somethiog
about bim that went true to the
mark. You conld tell that he was

beaded somewhere, even then, |

koow what to expect of bim in

- g

him because I was bigger, but hLe;

H. C. LOMAX, President

1916
E. B. STANDLY, Vice-Presidenl.

H. W. LOMAX, Cashier

Lomax & Standly
Bank

CAPITAL AND SURPLUS $20,000.00

We thank you for past patronage and trust that we may still
have the continuation of your business. which will receive our

best confidential service,
Our vaunlts are always open to
papers.

you to use for your valuable

Bring Your Blacksmithing
To Laclede--to This Shop

Specially prepared to

promptly and in the most satisfactory way.
All kinds of farm tools repaired and adjust-
ed with the least possible delay and at the
most reasonable charge.

Wesley Love

do all kinds of work

Mexico, If he says he can handle |

the situation you can bet your las
cent he ean, because he’ wouldn't
gay he could unless he could make
good. When he gets the word to go
going to stop him. John Pershinyg
is no pussy footer,

"I remember when he was going
to Trenton to take his examination
for West Point,
go along and take it, too. If he
didn’t get it he thought I might
and he offered to pay my fare to
Trenton, but 1 was working in a
store and wouldn’t go.
at that time wasn't military.

it was a great chance to get it at
West Point.

"It was two years before he came |

home on a Furlough and when he
came we went out into the woods
and lay down on the grass in the

be's going to go and nothing is

His idea, |
3
wanted an education and he figured |

shade and talked over old times. I
asked him how he liked the army |
and he believed he would have to
take up law, although he intended
finishing the remaining -two years
of his military course. ||

** ‘This country is at peace now|
and it's going to stay at peace,” he|
said. ‘There won’t be a gun fired |
in the next hundred years. The
army is no place fer me in peace |
time, I'd start in as a second
lieutenant and I'd get-to be ﬁrst:
lientenant only when the first lien- |
tenant died. The world is going to
be too peaceful in the future to
make the army look promising as
a career.’ l'

““John dido’t intend to go into
the army. He w#ant to be a
lawyer, but for once in his life he
was all wrong. When he was grad-
nated they sent him out with
General Miles to fight Indians and
he did so well that he stayed in the
game. He is a bard fighter at
whatever he tackles, but he cer-
tainly never set out to be a soldier.’”

The Thursday night picture show
has been discontinued for the time'
being and only one show s week
that on Satarday pight will bnj
given. A good program bas been

secured for Saturday night of this
week. . '

.

Missouri Pictures Wanted

“*Missouri Pictures Wanted'’ is
the wireless eall being sent out by
Jewell Mayes, secretary of the
Missouri state board of agriculture,
Colombia.

The secretary solicits free photo-
graphs of beauty spots, views of
farm crops and country life sceres.

| He asks that a concise statement
He wanted meto'
]

be sent with each pieture, showing
name of sender, deseription and
location of view. Do not ask for

| picture to be returned, as it must

wait its time and place, If yom
send a picture, it will be nsed if
found available in the agricultural
year book, later bulletins, or in
the agricultural and news publica-
tions of the countryv—and in so
doing you boost your part of Mis-
souri!

For Sale—Prairie hay and alsack
clover at $2.00 per acre or half in
the stack. For particular call or
write Johu Dennis, Meadville, Mo.

| NECESSITY
Mrs. Collier Sa;_Conld Not Keep
House Without Black-Draught.

—

Hardin, Mo.—Mrs. J. W. Collier, of
this town, who knows from experience
of the merit of Black-Draught Liver
Medicine, has following to say for
publication: “I want to let everybody
know that I have used Thedford's
Black-Draught for many-years, and it
Is just what is claimed for it. 1 am
never without Black-Draught, and
really I couldn’t keep house without it.

Whenever I feel bad, I take a small
dose, and feel better right away.

I advise everybody who suffers
from liver or stomach troubl¥ to use
Black-Draught Liver Medicine.”

long been
remedy.




